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Spend, Spend-And No Accounting!

By FULTON LEWIS, JR.

WASHINGTON, Nov. 17--The
Crusade for Freedom is-one of
those superprivileged organiza.
tions to which glvers may ad-
dress  contributions “care of
your local postmaster.” Radio
announcements in its behalt are
recognized by the Federal Com.
munications - Commission eas
“public service” announcements,
There are other. official spon.
sorships and pressurings into
which appro?‘mte commitiees
of Congress should inquire. For
example, the Crusade Is onc of
the causes for which all gov-
ernment employees are solicited
for contributions, In a circular
addressed to “my fellow work.
ers in government,” and signed
by the President,
Participation is all but man-
datory, - -
Inasmuch as the het proceeds
. of the crusade go to support
the profligate Free Europe and
its affilioted operations, I fall
off the sled, '

One of the carly organizers
of Radio.Fres Europe informs
me that from. the outget, it has
been systematically -manned by
many copfirmed Marxists, and
for that reason he finally quit
in disgust. .

It operates {ts own fabulous
eng)!re‘. in FEurope, with an
estimated mintmum of 1,000
people there, not to mention an
additional 500 in New York,

In Munich, it has built plush
modern t}partment houses for
- its statff, forelgn and American, ¢
. with parquet  floors, - mpdern
- kiichens, all furnished with

rentals below the golng rentals ;
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" The,fitulac.head.

for Germaﬁ accommodations,
which are nttoriously low.

(]
WORST OF ALL, the owerall.

management in- New’ York-is. in
thé hands.of a. troop.of. rich
men's cons, . drawing-fancy-sale
arles for playing an adolescent
game of amateur foreign.in.
trigue

* Il
I2’this husiness is serfous, It

ought to be in the hands of

adult, seriaus men..

o An It I8, the titular head i

a militnry ftriend of Presideont
Elsenhower, a refired. Liouten.

‘ant General’ named Willls D.

Crittenberger, -who was . with

- him' In Europe in-World War IL

But fmmediately under him s
oeiple of wh

number .of dollars spent. °

© With the folding of the balloon

l

band recah, or

the lf’tﬁiex Boy regime: the guid- ..
ing feh 15 .to; 1
meagure accomplishment by the’ T (U "l ‘l\{'! e

unable
“wall of

propaganda operations across

the Iron Curtain, the heads of

that operation.began scurrying

about for some new ventures to -
Justity thelr existence, and . .
came up with what they call

the Aslan contacts program, and

another called the book dixtribu.

tion program,

These I shall deal with later
in detail. My point is that the
basic motivation is to ond -
money, somehow, and to keep
kneedeep in clover,

!j‘urportc;dly, the Free Europe
operation is a privately ftnanced -
Y Briag 1, 22 o i
any ba -by. nans
clal or oulerw?;e. If this is &0,
its recordy and ‘ffnances should °

be subject to publie lnspectton'-‘
and public audlt, W

That is not the way It works; .
however, Any such suggestion .

Is squelched Immediately and
arbitrarily, because of the CIA
cotnection in Washington..Even ,
- Congressional mittees . are '

¢  But.they may be able to, thisﬁ
-time. At least three Congres- f.
.’ﬁqml investigstivg commiitees "
e dlgging inteitie Free Euro KN
slary, and wivii| its offfcials b
dppear on  thajletand, they'll X\
s (%i,en the books \
l‘

ther have, to |
! mit being¢a -
at CJA it fnltiider to get',
n,g)curity.i‘ Bnt‘. 'h “least, will -
'-Szmke thieih €14, 19to the open, |
LIS Iy Enev Ny Brad dne) |
A I NENYTH o v, > :1:.
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More On
RFE Fiasco

By FULTON LEWIS JR

VVASRINGTON Nov. 18—-

. The Board. of Directors-of the~
Crusade  for Freedom .includes
12" distinguished. public-spirited
citizens, .manry of whom are
friends. of mine.and some of
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whom, are. unhappy about thé

facts I have presetited about
Radio Free L‘urope, for which

the Crusade is the fund-raising -

organization, |

Thit surprises me because I
consider my exptse as a favor
to them, not a criticism, Franlk-
ly, they arse. heing. had, and for
me, I would want to l\now about

If criticisitis come along, they
are referred to the Radio Free
Europe organization for ane
swers, and . the answers are
pat. .'i. :

One refitine defense, for exe
ample, 45 ilat Ragdio Freo :
Eurepo /Mroadeests must be ef-
Ie('ﬁvq;”;r tho Russians would
not !? Siending millions of dol-
-larg hm fo efforts to “jam”

- them: s4In  Srst  glance,
- Beoms f hfv.omble On second, 1&
is hogvir§t

IN T{]

nho evi/ e}‘m that the Russians

ike is oo hhlch is ridlculous,
'rhe:‘f rer uhicction to BB
3 thod /86 propaganda line Is t6
weaf, A 3¢ people behind the Iron
(»‘m;ﬁ:l a.wav from MoScow
Conrde by persuading
them ’astamish thelr' own nts

of Communism, the .

" ammm

surope broadcaﬁm‘
iidy should be, nor {Rd% they
areanything but what they are
’accused of being—in favor of
\piational Communism.

The fact is, there is no man
son fo belitve that the Free
Europe bf6adcasts are being -
heard behihd the Iron Curtain
o any appreciable extent..Theie .
: hmzsmim'rf} re all short-wave, -
“and shorwis . receivers in sate

ellite countries are very scarco,
. +

. W‘
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AL FIRST place there i3 &

,,!_,

p -olly thonsandy. of Tron ‘Curtain
. éstnpees and’, persecutées, in.
" farms.toe that he has. aqked ev-

N\

Ny

’\

" IHE ONLY RADIO scts avail.
able for purchase are standard
“Peaple’s Sets,” capable of pick-

- ing up the frequencies of the
- Communist government stations

on the regular broadcast band.
These are useless for short
wave, :
@Ore top. Congressional investi-
gator who has Interviewed liter-

%ry individual abont: Radio Fre
utope. and. fess. than.

one -
¢ cent of them have ever hcardp(’ [

o, Heard Tof 1t Most of these
didn’t care, The otliers reported
* that they had no way to get it,
and wouldn't take the risk, any-
way.

For these results, Free
* Europe is spending an estimated .
:10 million” doflars. .a year in
Munich alone, and Crusade for
“Freedom - is - collecting - the
“Truth Dollars” to support it.

- If I were a dircctor, I'd want
to know what is going on, and :
for my moneéy, I'm domg my °
friends a favor.
cams? by mng Fcamrea Syud lnc)
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" Balloon Propaganda

Developed

By FULTON LEWIS, JR.

e WASHINGTON, Nov. 19, —
| The Free Europe balloon prap-
| : " aganda program -with head-
| quarters in Munich, Germény, |
* widely touted as one of the big
guns of the so-called Crusade
for Freedom, ceased operations
- in October a year ago. after the
_ outbreak of the Hungarian Rev-
, olution,
It had 359 employees, of
whom 268 were on the scene,
. and the operating head of it is
a pleasant young man named
- Samuel S, Walker, Jr., in New
York. He has an Ivy League at-
¢ mosphere, was editor of the
" Yale Daily News the year be-
. fore William Buckley, smgkes
a pipe and is 31 years old.
. I htve a photostat of an of--
- ficial memorandum, dated De-
cember 8, 1936, formally sus-
pending operations as of that
date,

IT GOES SO far as to recome-
mend substitute projects on
which the employees could be
kept busy. :

Nearly & vyear Ilater, Mr.
Walker has just dispatched a
special representative, G. A.

* 'Trutnovaiq,', a Czech, to finally
f‘dlsmnnua” the project oud dis-
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pose of all equipment. He is
assigned to- do the job in 45
days’at an allowance of fwenty
dollars a day plus fransporta-
tion. )

I asked Mr. Walker about
this, because he already had a
$15,000-a-year assistant in Mu-
nich, Howard. §, Weaver, who
has been in ‘charge of the bal-
loon program sgince its incep-
tion. Weaver al$o is Yale. While
Trutnovsky is bheing sent to
Munich, Weaver is being re-
called. 1 asked Mr, Walkier why.

He tnformed me that Wea-
ver's recall i3 because he'hnd
eight other members of the
Muanich staff were involved in
a cigarette black market scan-
dal, about which the German
govemment took a dim view. .

The Americans had made a
deal with a GI to have him buy
the cigarettes for them at the
Army post exchange at some-
thing less than 25 cents a pack,
which is. about one-third of
what they sell for on the tax.
paid German retail market.

THE FREE EUROPE head-
quarters in New York dis-
patched its own General Coun-
sel, Richard Greenlee, from.

New York to defend the nine,

bis trip costing’ “several thou-
gand dollars.,” There also was a
German attomey.

All nin® were conviclted and
fined by'thé German court, and
Wemer was “recalled for a new
assignment in New York.”

The balloon project has the -

au;tosp:;ret of a 80 dof bggle
po uate cops-and-robbers
c}ubgrwit}k -4 Social Register -
screenlng system.

o wnu:er; (deputy directm: il
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, THé BALLOON BROKE

somewhat younger than he — |
Johm, Kirk, alst a son of Old -
¥l knd also a son of Grayson
;:rﬁ, fg" 'president of Columbia
Ulprige s(t\ *ie was hired in
rg‘gti) this being his
at é;)”SOO a year. To-
day ‘g drawing $10,500, which
seems t» demonstrate how fast
the moilern goung man can rise
in the worl
«Mr., Walker is not very specif-
fc about why. the year elapsed
between the end of the halloon
operationg and the long-last dis-
mantling,; He tays it has been &
“gradual jrocess,” which seemns
to be n trasterplece of under-
statement.
(© 1957, by ﬁag l!'ea’tures &ynd., Inc.)
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